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also observe their vows of poverty and obedience with ex-
ceptional strictness. The hair is not cut; the person is neg-
lected.1 Celibacy extends also to women. The only old
maids in Islam are female dervishes. One lives at 'Ain
Ka'rim, near Jerusalem, known as Bint-esh-Sheikh, or the
sheikh's daughter. She is a quiet, peaceable sort of person,
famed for her cures, which attract visitors, who bring her
presents from all parts of the land. Sometimes she visits the
threshing-floors, taking her toll of wheat. Baldensperger
asserts that a dervish may be temporarily turned into a waif eh
(feminine of wely: a female saint). In this case he sits
in the hartin, as he has for the moment changed his sex.
Woman, so Baldensperger implies in a paragraph that is
not quite clear, is held by the fellahln to incarnate many
of the attributes of holiness which should distinguish a der-
vish: she does not bear arms, she suffers beating, she serves
others. As mother of mankind the peasants acknowledge
her theoretic value, but in their actual treatment of her,
so Baldensperger hastens to add, they deny this, even apolo-
gizing for the mere mention of her.2
A comparison of the dervish  organisation as it is in
theory, with, the conditions actually obtaining to-day among
the dervishes in Syria and Palestine, suggests that organiza-
tion is regarded as mere machinery. It has always been a
means, never an end. It has never crystallized. Its play
has been easy and fluid. It has never dominated, the spirit
If the "way" is properly handed down; if the xikr is faith-
fully performed; if means are taken to keep the heart arid
life pure, it matters little to the continuance of the movement
whether parts of the machinery get in motion or no. Purity
is the end. If a man can attain this better til rough celibacy,
let him be a celibate; if he can preserve it better in marriage,
let him marry. A central authority is good. But if in the
course of development this loosens its hold on the branches,
the branches still flourish. To have a local guide or murshid
is good. But if the murshid dies and there arises none to
1 See foot-note 1 to p. 260.
•See Ealdc'iisporger'H article (op. cit.)t p. 38.

